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ASEAN STUDIES CENTER OF CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY 

YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM 2012

“ASEAN YOUTH & THE EVOLVING REGIONAL ARCHITECTURE”

Background and Program Information

ASEAN Youth &The Evolving Regional Architecture is an exchange program funded by Innovative Thai-ASEAN Academic Cooperation at Chulalongkorn University (ITACC@CU). The project was designed to enhance mobility among ASEAN member countries on a balanced basis. The exchange program requires that a PAIR (two countries) be exchanged in the framework of cooperation between Chulalongkorn University and Universities in ASEAN member countries.

From a humble beginning to a rule-based organization with legal entity, ASEAN has been made tremendous progress in various areas of cooperation in the last forty-five years. The acceleration to establish ASEAN Community by the year 2015 has shown commitments of ASEAN leaders to strengthen regional cooperation and move towards a more integrated community. However, ASEAN has been facing with disparities among member countries especially those with transitional economies. ASEAN is therefore in dire need of a firm regional architecture that is ASEAN-centered to intensify efforts towards community-building, broaden and deepen ASEAN’s external relations and strengthen ASEAN’s role as the primary driving force in the existing regional mechanisms, and the potential of next generation is seen essential as a future direction in shaping ASEAN regional architecture on a basis of acquiring empirical and practical knowledge to eventually narrow the development gap in ASEAN.

This year was selected the theme “ASEAN Youth &The Evolving Regional Architecture”. During eleven days’ exchange, students will be learning about ASEAN in areas related to the three intertwined pillars – political-security, economic and socio-cultural pillars through various activities prepared by Chulalongkorn University. The program aims to promote greater awareness about the establishment of ASEAN Community and enhance the participation as well as integration of ASEAN youth to achieve the goal of ASEAN as “One Vision, One Identity, One Community” in order to ensure genuine people-centered, durable peace and shared prosperity of the region.
Program Schedule

	Day 1
	10 January 2013

	
	Arrival

	19.00-22.00
	Welcoming Dinner

	Day 2
	11 January 2013

	09.30-12.00
	Opening Ceremony

· Cultural Performance from Chulalongkorn University

	13.30-16.30
	Introduction to ASEAN

· The establishment of ASEAN

· ASEAN and its three pillars

· ASEAN Connectivity

	19.00-21.00
	Briefing / Grouping (Ice Breaking)

	Day 3
	12 January 2013

	08.45-09.00
	Briefing

	09.00-12.00
	Lecture One: Southeast Asian Civilization 

Southeast Asian civilization is a product of different races and peoples residing in Southeast Asia. The formation of Southeast Asian civilization resulted from various centers of early civilization which have been evolving in terms of inter-regional and intra-regional contacts, cultural integration and the rise of urban communities.

	12.00-13.30
	Lunch Break

	13.30-16.30
	Lecture Two: Translating Thai Society through Film

The use of film and cinematic art is a good medium to explore regional issues, social practices and ideologies which films either represent or oppose. 

	19.00-21.00
	Reflection

	Day 4
	13 January 2013

	08.45-09.00
	Briefing

	09.00-12.00
	Panel Talk on ASEAN in regional and global context

Since the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has been influenced by various factors including climate and ecology, science and technology, migration and etc., the panel talk will give regional and global perspectives on the cooperation and progress contributed to the development of ASEAN and the soon established ASEAN Community by the year 2015. 

	12.00-13.30
	Lunch Break

	13.30-16.30
	Excursion: Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA)

· History of Bangkok

· Bangkok as a hub of ASEAN

	19.00-21.00
	Reflection

	Day 5
	14 January 2013

	08.45-09.00
	Briefing

	09.00-12.00
	Lecture three: ASEAN Economy in Thailand’s perspectives 

The ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) is the goal of regional economic integration by 2015 with free trade in goods, free trade in services, free flow of skilled labors, free flow of investment and a freer flow of capital. ASEAN has been making various areas of cooperation both within the region and with the dialogue partners. Thailand may encounter both crises and opportunities when the ASEAN Economic Community will have implemented by the year 2015. On one hand, with geographical features, weather, and cost of living, Thailand has great potentials to become an important regional production base and distribution hub. On the other hand, there are considerable obstacles for Thailand to achieve in such goals. 

	12.00-13.30
	Lunch Break

	13.30-16.30
	Excursion: Saranrom Institute of Foreign Affairs (SIFA)

· Visit ASEAN historical site
· Introduction to Saranrom Institute of Foreign Affairs and its mission

	19.00-21.00
	Reflection

	Day 6
	    15 January 2013

	08.45-09.00
	Briefing

	09.00-12.00
	Panel Talk on the Future of ASEAN Economy: Sustainability in ASEAN Economy 

ASEAN Economic Community is part of a larger plan for the ASEAN Community which involves security, economic and socio-cultural cooperation. The strengthened three pillars will eventually make ASEAN stronger as a region. The goal to be a single market and production base would help minimize transaction costs and maximize trade gains, but ASEAN also needs to face the challenges of how to ensure sustainability in the region.

	12.00-13.30
	Lunch Break

	13.30-16.30
	Excursion: PTT Energy Complex  

· Visit the 128th world’s rank companies

· Energy business and security in ASEAN

	19.00-21.00
	Cultural Night / Country Presentation

	Day 7
	16 January 2013

	08.00 onwards
	Excursion: Petchaburi Cultural Visit

· PhraNakhonKhiri Historical Park

· WatYaiSuwannaram

· Maruekhathaiyawan Palace

	Day 8
	17 January 2013

	08.45-09.00
	Briefing

	09.00-12.00
	Lecture Five: ASEAN in Global Affairs 

In an era of an increasingly globalized and interdependent world, ASEAN has been more recognized by the international community. The presence of ASEAN Secretary-General in the G8 and G20 Summits has proved an increasing and meaningful role in the global affairs. Therefore, it is important for ASEAN to seek for a balance of power and stable relations by fostering a more integrated community and reinforcing ASEAN’s centrality as a driving force in charting the evolving regional architecture. 

	12.00-13.30
	Lunch Break

	13.30-16.30
	Lecture Six: ASEAN Governance and Capacity Building

Since December 1997, ASEAN envisioned a concert of Southeast Asian nations, outward looking, living in peace, stability, and prosperity which have been bounded together in partnership in dynamic development and in a community of caring societies. Not only does ASEAN ensure security within the region but also addresses non-traditional security issues to effectively respond to all forms of threats, transnational crimes and transboundary challenges.

	19.00-21.00
	Reflection

	Day 9
	18 January 2013

	08.45-09.00
	Briefing

	09.00-12.00
	Excursion: UNESCAP

· Mission on Social and Human Development of UNESCAP to ASEAN
· ASEAN in UN Perspectives and Asia-Pacific Millennium Development Goals

	12.00-13.30
	Lunch Break

	13.30-16.30
	Panel Talk on ASEAN and the evolving regional architecture

ASEAN has been facing with disparities among member countries especially those with transitional economies. ASEAN is therefore in dire need of a firm regional architecture that is ASEAN-centered to intensify efforts towards community-building, broaden and deepen ASEAN’s external relations and strengthen ASEAN’s role as the primary driving force in the existing regional mechanisms, and the potential of next generation is seen essential as a future direction in shaping ASEAN regional architecture on a basis of acquiring empirical and practical knowledge to eventually narrow the development gap in ASEAN.

	19.00-21.00
	Reflection

	Day 10
	19 January 2013

	09.00-16.00
	All Day Presentation

	18.00-20.00
	Closing Ceremony

	Day 11
	Departure


